
 
 

April 9, 2012 
11:30AM-1:00PM 

Sheriff’s Outreach Community Advisory Board 
2500 Marconi Avenue, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA 
MINUTES 

 
Minutes are presented in agenda order which may not be the order the issue was addressed. 

 
 
The Sheriff’s Outreach Community Advisory Board welcomes and encourages public participation in 
Board meetings.  Public testimony will be permitted on each agenda item.  It is requested that 
comments be limited to three (3) minutes per person so that everyone has an opportunity to be heard. 
 
Residents wishing to speak to the Board on matters not on the agenda may do so during the “General 
Public Comment” section of the agenda.  Testimony will be limited to three (3) minutes per person and 
not more than fifteen (15) minutes on any one subject.  All speakers will be asked to state their name 
and their city or county of residence for the record. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Sonney Chong called the meeting to order at 11:30 AM 

      
II. ROLL 
 

Board Members Present:  Chairman Sonney Chong – District 2; Vice Chairman 
Melinda Eppler – District 3; Paul Curtis – District 1; Mona Foster – Ex Officio 
Member; James Gallaway – City of Rancho Cordova; Tyrone Netters – Ex-Officio 
Member; Thomas Scott – District 4; Darrell Teat – District 5 

 
Board Members Absent:  Leah Cox – City of Citrus Heights; Efren Guttierrez – Ex 
Officio Member; Willie Hausey – Sheriff; Omar Kitanoff – Sheriff; Darshan Mundy – 
Ex Officio Member; George Spillman – Sheriff 
 
SSD Present:  Sheriff Scott Jones, Captain Phil Brelje, Lieutenant Tim Curran, Sergeant 
Chris Joachim, Deputy Todd Roe, Lanette McKinley 
 
County Present:  IG Lee Dean 
 

Chairman Sonney Chong introduced the new Board Member, Thomas Scott representing 
District 4, and welcomed him to the SOCAB Board. 

 
III. CONSENT ITEMS 

 
Motion to accept the February 6, 2012 minutes as written was made by Melinda Eppler 
and seconded by James Galloway.  Motion carried.   
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IV. SHERIFF SCOTT JONE’S REPORT & OLD BUSINESS  

 
• The Sheriff’s Department is facing a $55.8 million dollar deficit.  However, like 

every year, this is a preliminary number and will change many times as they go 
through the budget process.  Prop 172 funds, along with property and sales taxes, 
are the three outside influences that will continue to shape our budget shortfall.  
Internal factors will be union increases among the Deputy Sheriffs’ Association 
(DSA), Law Enforcement Managers’ Association (LEMA), and Sacramento County 
Alliance of Law Enforcement (SCALE).  It is much too early in the budget process 
to entertain the thought of possible layoffs. 
 
Sheriff Jones and his Executive Staff continue to hold budget talks with County 
Supervisors and CEO.   
 

• Funding for AB109 is allocated for evidence based programs to help reduce crime 
and recidivism among our inmates, not for housing.  The cost to house these state 
inmates is the county’s responsibility.  50% of the Sheriff’s Department’s current 
budget deficit is due to AB109.  Because of the County Jail Prison (CJP) the 
Sheriff’s Department has lost state contracted beds, which is a loss of approximately 
$12 million to their budget.   

 
A question was asked as to whether the Sheriff had the option of declining further 
inmates to be housed in county corrections.  The Sheriff is checking with Legal and 
will report back.   
 
This year’s state budget is based on the Governor’s tax initiative.  If the initiative 
does not pass, there will be major problems involving the realignment issue. 
 

• The Sheriff’s 2012 Strategic Plan can be found on the Sheriff’s website at 
www.sacsheriff.com, with noted progress. 
 

• The Sheriff’s Department experienced what the Sheriff referred to as “a huge sign 
of life for the Department,” with promoting 10 sergeants, 10 lieutenants, 3 captains 
and 1 deputy chief.  This is the Department’s first large promotional ceremony since 
mass layoffs occurred in 2009.  Sheriff Jones explained the reasons for the 
promotions during such budget uncertainty; 1) the need for oversight and 
supervision and 2) if not filled these positions could easily be lost in this year’s 
budget process.     

 
Tyrone Netters asked about the diversity in these promotions.  Sheriff Jones 
expressed the fact that these promotions were not as diverse as he wanted, and 
offered to break it down according to race and gender and get this emailed to the 
Board.  Sheriff Jones mentioned that if employees are not yet promotional material, 
he puts them in a leadership role or mentorship to help groom them. 
 
 

http://www.sacsheriff.com/
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• COPS Funding has run out for the Sheriff’s Department.  The Department is not 
eligible to apply this year since they have been recipients in the past.  The COPS 
Office is filling holes with agencies that have not yet received funding.   
 
Because of Sheriff Jones’ relationship with the COPS Office, he was recently 
interviewed by COPS and the article will be in their next publication. 
 

• With the money received from the 2011 COPS grant award, the Sheriff’s 
Department was able to create the new Impact Division and establish a three-
pronged approach to combating youth gang violence.  Those three prongs are gang 
enforcement, gang intelligence, and gang prevention and intervention.   
 
After reaching out to neighboring agencies, the department was able to form the 
Regional Gang Task Force, consisting of 24 detectives and 4 sergeants.  Teams have 
been formed and assigned to both North and South, to include service within the 
incorporated cities in Sacramento County.   

 
A Gang Intelligence Unit was also formed to largely direct the activities of the gang 
suppression unit detectives in intelligence-led policing.  Intelligence software was 
recently purchased that will assist both detectives and patrol in accomplishing the 
goal of intelligence-led policing.   
 
The new Youth Services Unit is in charge of conducting outreach to at-risk kids in 
the community.  This unit is responsible for youth gang prevention and intervention 
efforts, working closely with community based organizations, faith based 
organizations, and schools.  They will also be conducting activities for youth 
through the Sheriff’s Activities League and the Sheriff’s Community Impact 
Program.   
 
As of March, the Impact Division has arrested 86 gang members and removed 66 
guns off the street.   
 
A press conference to introduce the Impact Division is arranged for April 16th, and 
the COPS Office is scheduled to attend.   

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

 
• Copper/Metal Theft Presentation – Captain Brelje, along with members of the 

Centralized Investigation Division’s Copper Theft Task Force, Sergeant Chris 
Joachim and Deputy Todd Roe, talked about the issue of copper and metal thefts in 
Sacramento County.  This task force has been in operation for four months and is 
partnered with regional agencies.   
 
AB391 is a bill that recently passed that creates a statewide partnership on an online 
reporting system allowing law enforcement, pawnbrokers and secondhand dealers to 
work together to assist in identifying and recovering stolen property.  With the 
passing of AB 391, this Unit has been very successful in solving a number of cases. 
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They are actively communicating with businesses making sight visits to share 
information and explain laws, and they are receiving cooperation with recyclers. 
Sergeant Joachim mentioned that because the bad guys are aware of the task force, 
they are seeing fewer cases and less calls from the water district.   
 
Sergeant Joachim said the Pawn Detail can use volunteers for data entry into the 
new electronic reporting system.   
 
A new “no metals, no recyclers” probation condition has been instituted with the 
courts and district attorney’s office. 

 
• Inspector General - The Inspector General’s Office has experienced a reduced level 

of funding and duties have been modified to an ad hoc position to help save money.  
His office went from a budget of $315,000 to $50,000.  A meeting is forthcoming 
with the County CEO to discuss the future of the IG.  A number of members 
expressed support of the IG, and offered their assistance if needed.  IG Dean 
suggested they write letters to the County CEO.  IG Dean will continue to respond 
to officer involved shootings.   
 
Tyrone Netters mentioned the importance of having an outside influence to deal 
with the community’s perception of issues within the Sheriff’s Department.  He 
brought up a case involving a mentally ill male subject who ended up being shot by 
deputies.  Sheriff Jones gave an update on the case without compromising the 
investigation, and added that the different versions as to what happened will need to 
play out in court.   
 
Sheriff Jones confirmed his desire for more transparency and said he reached out to 
the Peace Officers Standards of Training (POST) to discuss the statewide 
involvement of OIS cases.   
 

• IG Lee Dean passed out a SOCAB action item and survey form to be used by 
members of the Board. 
 

• Board Member Reports 
 

Mona Foster:  Mona mentioned that she reached out to the D.A.’s Office regarding 
officer involved shootings, and offered to share the response letter she received 
from Assistant D.A. Al Locher. 
 
Melinda Eppler:  Melinda expressed appreciation for the Copper Theft presentation 
and added that businesses in her district are pleased to see the task force working in 
their areas.   
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Tyrone Netters:  Tyrone suggested Chairman Chong give members more time to 
discuss issues of interest and not as much time on presentations.  He also asked 
about a homicide case that actually happened within the city jurisdiction, and the 
Sheriff referred him to Sacramento Police Department for follow up.  
 
Darrell Teat:  Darrell mentioned he would email Chairman Chong his issue. 

 
VI. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  Monday, June 4th @ 11:30 a.m. 

 
VII. CLOSED SESSION STATEMENT:  Pursuant to Government Code 54956.9. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn was made by Tom Scott and seconded by 

Melinda Eppler.  Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 


